
	

	
	
	

	

	

	

	


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Alternate assessment based upon alternate achievement standards (MN Test of Academic Skills – MTAS)

Document IEP team decision: Explain why this assessment is appropriate.

	The Minnesota Test of Academic Skills – MTAS will be given due to the fact that the student’s skills are lower than the range of the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment. The MTAS is a more accurate assessment of the student’s skills.

The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment – Modified (MCA-M) will be given as the student has been consistently performing low on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment. The MCA-M will given the student a better opportunity to demonstrate skills on the assessment.



Why isn’t there a place to put the MCA-M on the IEP? Where do you put it?
This change came out on the MDE model forms in October. SpEd Forms put a change out in November; however, due to multiple changes and unknowns, I have not turned on these changes. The changes will be available in the fall. In the mean time clarify this in the MTAS box.
We did not decide to do the MTAS at the last team meeting, but the MCA-IIs are tomorrow and there is no way the student can participate in the MCA-IIs?
This must be decided at a team meeting. So, you will need to call a team meeting immediately.

I have no idea if the student is Limited English Proficient (LEP) or which assessments he/she should take. What do I do?
The teacher for English Language Learners (ELL) should be a member of the IEP team to make this decision.

The student isn’t LEP. What do I put in the boxes for the LEP assessments?
Leave these blank.
Diploma Requirements
When does this page need to be addressed?

This must be addressed by graduation, but you are encouraged to address as the student needs to start taking the GRAD.

	DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS


Graduation Required Assessments for Diploma (GRAD)

The student will participate:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Without accommodations (Pass for GRAD)

· Check this if the student will pass without any accommodations or modifications to test scores. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 With accommodations listed; (Pass for GRAD)

· Here you would list accommodations similar to those on the MCA. They must also be in line with the accommodations provided in the general ed classroom.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 With modification s (Pass for GRAD) after 1st administration.

Document the base score, modifications selected and provide rationale:

· The student will pass with a score of _________ as this is the highest level of attainment the student can reach.

OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In alternate assessment based upon alternate achievement standards and meets the requirements for “Participation in the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills” (MTAS)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math

Document here why the student will pass on the MTAS or MCA-M. Include rationale similar to the previous.
District-wide Assessments for Accountability

What counts as a district-wide assessment?

Any assessment your district does for all students in a particular grade-level as a benchmark for academic achievement. This does not include specific tests relevant to a curriculum. Here are some samples:

· District – developed assessments to determine which students qualify for Title I or develop district benchmarks

· NWEA or MAP

· Iowa Test of Basic Skills

· AIMSWEB

· DIBELS

What accommodations and modifications can be made to the above assessments?

These decisions are up to the IEP team; however, there are limitations on what accommodations and modifications can be done. Please consult with your District Assessment Coordinator.

What alternate assessments are available?

Please contact the cooperative if you need copies (they are available on the wiki):

· Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Reading

· Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Written Language

· Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Math

· SW/WC Alternate Assessment for Science

Can the MTAS be used as an alternate assessment for district-wide assessments?

No

What alternate assessments are used for the PLAN and FOCUS?

The law requires an alternate assessment to be given for assessments of academic achievement. It does not appear as though an alternate assessment is needed.

Which students should be given the alternate assessment?

The students with the most severe disabilities that have cognitive skills in the severe-profound range should take the alternate assessment.
How should we decide if the student should take the district-wide assessment when the student is in kindergarten? Usually the preschool team does not address this on the IEP.
The preschool team should address the district-wide assessment on all IEPs prior to the student entering kindergarten. If the team did not have the opportunity to do so – this should be addressed as soon as possible.
It is difficult to determine if a kindergartner can take the district-wide assessment. We often do not know their cognitive skills. How do we decide if the student should take the district-wide assessment?

It is best to err on the side of taking the assessment. A lot can be learned by seeing a student’s response to the assessment.

Do we have to give the alternate assessment every time the district gives the district-wide assessment?

You have to give the alternate assessment only one time per year.

When do we have to give the alternate assessment?

We recommend you give the alternate assessment in the same time frame that the first district-wide assessment is given.

Examples of District-wide Assessments for Accountability

	DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMENTS

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 District-wide Assessments are NOT administered at the grade level covered by this IEP

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 District-wide Assessments ARE administered at the grade level covered by this IEP. (If checked, continue below)



	District-wide Assessment:    

List each assessment administered district-wide for all students in this grade.
	Is this assessment appropriate for the student? 

	If  YES, for each assessment, indicate if the student needs accommodations(s) and what specifically is needed.

If  NO, state the reason why the specific district-wide assessment is not appropriate for the student and indicate what alternate assessment the student will be administered and why it is appropriate.



	NWEA – Reading
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	None

	NWEA – Math
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	Test in small group

	NWEA –Language
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	The Minnesota Alternate Written Language Assessment will be given as the student’s language is significantly lower the skills assessed on the NWEA.

	NWEA – Science
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	The SW/WC Alternative Science Test will be given as this is a more accurate assessment of the student’s skills

	See a more complete list attached
	
	


	Assessment
	Sample Alternate and Reason
	K
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	District Developed Title I Assessment
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Reading, Math and Language will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northwest Education Association (NWEA) or Minnesota of Academic Performance (MAP)

· Reading
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Reading will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from being able to participate in this assessment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northwest Education Association (NWEA) or Minnesota of Academic Performance (MAP)

· Math
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Math will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from being able to participate in this assessment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northwest Education Association (NWEA) or Minnesota of Academic Performance (MAP)

· Language
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Written Language will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from being able to participate in this assessment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northwest Education Association (NWEA) or Minnesota of Academic Performance (MAP)

· Science
	The SW/WC Alternate Assessment for Science will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from being able to participate in this assessment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Iowa Test of Basic Skills
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Reading, Math and Language will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AIMSWEB

· Math
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Math will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AIMSWEB 

· Reading
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Reading will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AIMSWEB

· Language
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Written Language will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DIBELS

· Reading
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Reading will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DIBELS


· Math
	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Math will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DIBELS

· Language

	The Minnesota Alternate Assessment for Written Language will be given as the student’s low cognitive skills prevent the student from demonstrating skills at the level of the district-wide assessment
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